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men, fought six vessels, with sixty-three guns
and about four hundred sixty officers and
men. He lost four-fifths of the crew of his
flagship, but finally won a complete victory
which he an-
aounced in the
brief dispatch,
"We have met the
enemy and they are
ours—two ships,
two brigs, one
schooner and one
sloop." Perry was
rewarded with a
gold medal and the
rank of captain.
He died of yellow
fever in Trinidad
and was buried
there, but some years later his body was car-
ried to Newport, E. L, where there is a
bronze statute of him.
PERTIYVILLE, battle of, a battle
fought at Perryville, Ky., October 8,1862, be-
tween a Federal force of 22,000, under Gen-
eral Buell and a Confederate force of 17,000,
under General Bragg. The Confederates
opened the battle with an attack upon the left
wing of the Federal army, under McCook,
and were at first successful, but were finally
driven back. They retired during the night.
Though in many respects a drawn battle, this
engagement was practically a victory for the
Federals. The Confederate loss was about
3,500, while the Federal loss was about 4,200.
PERSEPHONE, persefone. See PROS-
ERPINA.
PERSEP'OLIS, the ancient capital of Per-
sia, and a magnificent city in the time of
Darius I. It was situated in a fertile valley
about thirty miles northeast of the modern
city of Shiraz. In 331 B. 0. it was conquered
by Alexander the Great, and by him partly
demolished. Later another city was built on
its ruins, but this also was destroyed. The
remains of huge marble columns, massive
walls and sculptures are evidence of the
magnificence of the early city.
PERSEUS, pu^seus, an ancient Greek
hero, son of Jupiter and Danae, When he
was sent by Polydectes, king of the island of
Seriphos, on a quest to kill the Gorgon
Medusa, he was aided by Mercury, who
loaned him his winged sandals; by Minerva,
who furnished him with her magic shield;
and by Pluto, who supplied a helmet which
 made him invisible. So safeguarded, Perseus
flew to a land of perpetual darkness, the
home of the Graeae, three sisters who had
among them one tooth and one eye, and
who alone possessed the secret of the dwelling
place of Medusa. Perseus succeeded in
securing their single eye, which he returned
to them upon receiving the information he
sought. He flew to Medusa's home and cut
off her head, and holding it far above his
sight, he flew away with it. From the drops
of blood which dripped into the ocean, Nep-
tune fashioned his steed Pegasus.
After various adventures, chief of which
were the rescue of Andromeda from a sea
monster and the transformation of Atlas
into a mountain, by showing him the Gor-
gon's head, Perseus arrived in Seriphos. Find-
ing that his mother had been persecuted by
Polydeetes, he revenged himself by showing
the king the Gorgon's head, which turned
him to stone. With his mother and his wife,
Andromeda, he then returned to Argos. One
day, while engaged in a game of quoits, he
accidentally killed his grandfather Acrisius,
king of Argos, thus fulfilling an early
prophecy. Upon his death the gods placed
Perseus as a constellation in the heavens.
PERSHING-, pur'shing, john" joseph
(1860- ), an American military leader,
commander in chief of the expeditionary
forces of the United States during the
World War, and the first American officer to
command American soldiers on European
soil. Pershing was born in Linn County,
Missouri, and is a graduate of the Kirksville
normal school in that state. In 1886, the
year of his graduation at West Point, he
entered the regular army as a second-lieu-
tenant of cavalry, and saw active service in
the wars with the Apaches and the Sioux.
The outbreak of the Spanish-American War
(1898) found him an instructor in tactics
at West Point. He immediately offered his
services to the government, had an active
part in the Santiago campaign in Cuba, and
after the conclusion of peace was sent to
the Philippines, where he remained until
1903. While in the Philippines he was the
organizer and first chief of the Bureau of
Insular Affairs, and subsequently was ap-
pointed military governor of the islands.
After an interval in which he served as
military attache* at Tokyo, he was promoted
to the rank of brigadier-general (1906) and
later acted as governor of Mora province,

